
Tornadoes are on rise 
in Bluegrass State  

Last week’s outbreak of storms 
across the region whipped up 
more than 250 tornado warnings 
in western Kentucky and other 
nearby states. 

Kentucky has experienced one 
of the steepest rises in high-in-
tensity tornadoes in the nation 
over the last two decades, accord-
ing to a new study by captainex-
periences.com. 

The Bluegrass State ranked fifth 
in the U.S. for the increase in EF2 
or stronger tornadoes from 2004 
to 2023, recording 158 such 
storms – 67 more than the previ-
ous 20-year period. Those torna-
does resulted in 113 deaths, more 
than 1,100 injuries and an average 
of $29 million in annual damages, 
adjusted for inflation. As tornado 
season continues, Kentucky re-
mains at high risk, with re-
searchers noting the traditional 
Tornado Alley has shifted east-
ward into the Midwest and South-
east.  

What did yours say? 

    An historic 
amount of rain fell 
on the area late last 
week and weekend. 
Higher totals were 
reported in the 
southern part of the 
Crittenden County 
and into Caldwell 
and Lyon counties. 
Around Frances, re-
ports of 12.5 inches 
or more were com-
mon while at the Kentucky Mesonet 
weather center near Mattoon, the 
gauge showed 8.8 inches from last 
Wednesday through Saturday. Cald-
well had 13.3 inches and Union 
County 8.7. Saturday was the 
wettest day with more than 3 inches 
across the region. The Mesonet 
weather center’s rain total is the 
amount officially used by record-
keepers, so it didn’t eclipse the 
county record of 9.45 inches over a 
four-day period in 1910.   

Ferry idled by high water 
   Cave-In-Rock Ferry temporarily 
closed Monday due to rising water 
on the Ohio River. Based on hy-
drologic forecasts, the river will 
crest around April 15. Typically, 
the river falls much more rapidly 
than it rises. The Ohio is projected 
to crest at just over 53 feet. The 
ferry cannot operate when the 
river reaches a stage of about 
40.5 or 41 feet. When the river 
gets to 52 feet, a few homes near 
Tolu are subject to flooding.  

 
UPCOMING MEETINGS 

•Marion City Council meets at 5 
p.m., Monday, April 21 at city hall. 

•Fredonia City Council will meet 
at 7 p.m., Monday, April 21 at city 
hall. 

•Salem City Council will meet at 
5 p.m., Tuesday, April 15 at Deer 
Lakes meeting room. 

•Crittenden County Conserva-
tion District will meet at 6:30 
p.m., Thursday, April 17 at its of-
fice on East Bellville Street. 

•Crittenden County Fiscal Court 
will meet at 8:30 a.m., Thursday, 
April 17 at the county office com-
plex. 
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A thought 
to augment 
tax collection 

 
Earlier this week, Critten-

den County magistrates 
balked at the idea of creating 
a new taxing district to rescue 
spending demands of ambu-
lance and E-911 services. 
Faced with rising operational 
costs and inflationary pres-
sure, the court ultimately 
shied away – for 
now – from asking 
taxpayers for more 
money. 

Perhaps there is 
an opportunity to 
look elsewhere to 
solve this problem. 

Like the citizens 
it serves, local gov-
ernment is feeling 
the financial 
squeeze. In times like these, 
it’s tempting to look for low-
hanging fruit. Yet, the ripest 
grapes are often on the high-
est limbs. Reaching them re-
quires effort and ingenuity. 
Sometimes, tools are already 
in our hands, we just have to 
pick them up and use them. 

Crittenden County already 
has tools in place to generate 
new revenue through its exist-
ing occupational tax. These 
are not new levies. They’re 
long-standing ordinances that 
require businesses operating 
in the county to file and pay 
their fair share based on 
wages paid and profits 
earned. 

But here’s the problem, 
while these taxes are legally 
required, compliance is lack-
ing. Many responsible busi-
nesses report and remit what 
they owe. Others, however, do 
not. Some fly under the radar 
entirely, operating without re-
porting or paying. In effect, 
those who follow the law are 
subsidizing those who don’t, 
and the county is leaving rev-
enue on the table. 

Taxpaying is not voluntary. 
It never has been. But in the 
absence of enforcement, it 
might as well be. If Crittenden 
County wants to avoid adding 
new tax burdens and still 
fund critical services like am-
bulance replacement and 911 
center maintenance, it must 
first ensure that everyone al-
ready subject to its tax ordi-
nances is complying. Right 
now, they are not. 

The fix is straightforward. 
The county can charge one 
person – maybe even part-
time – with identifying and 
contacting businesses that are 
slipping through the cracks. 
This can be done through so-
cial media, utility accounts, 
signage, advertising or simply 
being deliberately observant. 
This due diligence might go a 
long way toward solving rev-
enue woes. 

Just as importantly, the 
county could annually publish 
a list of businesses that do file 
and pay their taxes. This pub-
lic record would not only rec-
ognize those doing the right 
thing, it could help crowd-
source oversight by prompting 
questions about businesses 
that are conspicuously ab-
sent. 

Part of the answer to the 
county’s financial challenges 
may not lie in new taxation, 
but in fair enforcement of 
what’s already required.  

The grapes are certainly 
there. Tools are available, or 
could be quite readily. Now is 
the time to gather all of the 
existing fruit. 

 
Chris Evans, a newspaperman 

since 1979, has been editor of The 
Press for more than 30 years and is 
the author of South of the Mouth of 
Sandy, a true story about crime along 
the Tennessee River. You can find it on 
Amazon or wherever books are sold. 

Chris
EVANS
Press Editor & Publisher
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STAFF REPORT 
Two men with deep ties to 

the local music scene and 
equally deep roots in Crit-
tenden County have been 
named to the Crittenden 
County Music Hall of Fame 
Class of 2025. 

The hall of fame, estab-
lished in 2019 by a group of 
local musicians led by the 
widely successful bluegrass 
group Cutter and Cash and 
the Kentucky Grass, has 
honored local talent each 
year since its inception – ex-
cept during the pandemic 
period. This year’s in-
ductees include world-trav-
eled opera baritone Corey 
Crider and late rhythm gui-
tarist Leon Walker. 

Enshrinement of the new 
members was conducted 
during the recent Old Ken-
tucky Hayride at Fohs Hall. 

Crider, a Marion native, 
has become one of the most 
accomplished vocal per-
formers to ever come from 
Crittenden County. His ca-
reer has spanned across the 
country and abroad, with 
credits including perform-
ances with The Toledo 
Opera, The Evansville Phil-
harmonic Orchestra, The 
Paducah Symphony, The 
Gulfshore Opera, The Dal-
las Opera and The Lyric 
Opera of Chicago. His inter-
national appearances in-
clude stages in Beijing and 
Italy. 

Though his resume is 
global, Crider remains 
grounded in his hometown 
values and continues to in-
vest in local youth through 
Crider Performing Arts Stu-
dio. Cutter Singleton, of 
Cutter and Cash and the 
Kentucky Grass, called 
Crider a “good ole boy from 
right here at home” and 
praised his contributions to 
the county’s music scene 
while announcing the honor 
on behalf of the community. 

Joining Crider in the 
2025 class is Leon Walker, 
a local guitar player whose 
musical journey began on 
the front porches of Critten- 

 
See HALL/page 3 

Est. 2019
Crittenden County

Local Music Legends

HOF MEMBERS 
 Crittenden County Music Hall 
of Fame was created in 2019 
and has regularly inducted 
new members, except during 
the pandemic years. 
Member            Year Inducted 
Bill Marvel           2019 
Little Jack Little   2019 
Franklin Hamilton  2022 
Linda Brown       2023 
Richard Maxfield  2024 
JD Orr                  2024 
Leon Walker        2025 
Corey Crider       2025

Leon Walker (above) along 
with Corey Crider (pictured 
third from left at right) were 
recently inducted into the 
local music hall of fame. 
Alongside Crider are (from 
left) Cash Singleton, Bren-
nan Cruce and Cutter Sin-
gleton.

Walker, Crider inducted into hall of fame

STAFF REPORT 
About 20 people attended Monday’s spe-

cial meeting of the Crittenden County Fiscal 
Court aimed at discussing a possible new 
tax to pay for the ambulance service and 
free up other money that could be directed 
toward the underfunded E-911 service. 

About a quarter of the attendees had 
some connection to Emergency Medical 
Services (EMS), and virtually all public 
comment supported a new tax to fund the 
ambulance service. Primary discussion re-

volved around the potential establishment 
of an ambulance tax district to address in-
creasing operational costs and maintain ad-
equate EMS services, particularly buying 
new ambulances to replace those in an 
aging fleet. EMS workers testified that am-
bulances are subject to breaking down, and 
they fear unreliable equipment could lead 
to life-threatening problems. 

A variety of perspectives were shared dur- 
 

See TAX/page 10 

Farm 
dream 
realized 
 
 
BY CHRIS EVANS 
PRESS EDITOR 

Robert Friel always 
dreamed of farming. It took 
decades and a full career in 
manufacturing to get there, 
but today he’s managing a 
thriving regenerative cattle 
operation on the west side 
of KY 855 in Crittenden 
County, not far from what 
locals call Kirk’s Bluff. 

A few days ago, Critten-
den County Conservation 
District honored Friel with 
its most distinguished 
honor, the Master Conser-
vationist award. 

Friel, 81, was born in 
northern Illinois and spent 
15 years with Truswal Sys-
tems, a manufacturing 
company he followed south 
in 1996 when it opened the 
first industrial plant in 
Princeton’s industrial park. 
He served as plant manager 
until retiring in 2007. 

Two years later, he 

bought the 160-acre farm 
that had once belonged to 
Billy Howard, a man known 
for raising beagles and 
keeping rabbits to train the 
dogs. Friel and his wife, 
Linda, had already owned 
the Birdsville Campground 
on the Ohio River in Liv-
ingston County since 2005. 
They ran the riverside desti-

nation and hosted Native 
American powwows there 
until 2015, juggling both 
ventures for several years 
after Friel purchased the 
farm. 

“I had to hustle back and 
forth,” he recalled. 

Friel began learning about  
 

See AWARD/page 10 

Robert Friel was recognized at the recent Conservation Dis-
trict annual awards banquet. Tyler Guess, a district director, 
made the presentation.

Ambulance Tax Questions 

County backs up, exploring options
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Deaths
Conway

Donald C. Conway, 
91, of Fredonia, passed 
peacefully at Lourdes 
Hospital on Wednesday, 
April 2, 2025. 

Surviving are two sons, 
Donnie (Lori) Conway of 
Fredonia and Michael 
( B r i t n e y ) 
Conway of 
Fredonia; six 
g r a n d c h i l -
dren, Sarah 
Conway of 
P r i n c e t o n , 
Tyler Conway 
of Minnesota, 
Bailee and Carah Taylor 
of Fredonia and Sydney 
and Ethan Filbeck of Ben-
ton; two great-grandchil-
dren Keiara and Bellamy; 
a sister-in-law, Dorothy 
Conway; and several 
nieces and nephews. 

He was preceded in 
death by his parents, Wil-
liam Benny Conway and 
Sarah Louise Rice Con-
way; two brothers, Hen-
ry and Joe; and a sister, 
Carolyn. 

The family would like to 
send a big thank you to 
caregivers Stephanie Cot-
ton, Betty Sharp, Donna 
Vinson and Sindy Walker.

Visitation is from 5-8 
p.m., Thursday, April 10 
at Dunn’s Funeral Home 
in Eddyville. Graveside 
services will be at 11 
a.m., Friday, April 11 at 
Fredonia Cemetery with 
Rev. Presley Lamm of昀ci-
ating. 

Memorial contributions 
may be made to Fredonia 
Valley Veterans Memorial 
c/o Fredonia Valley Heri-
tage Society P.O. Box 256 
Fredonia Ky 42411.

Paid obituary

Rudd
Maurice Ray Rudd, 84, 

of Smithland, died Mon-
day, April 7, 2025 at Bap-
tist Health Paducah.

He was an avid out-
doorsman who enjoyed 
hiking, 昀shing, traveling 
and was a veteran of the 
US Navy.

Surviving are his 
wife of 63 
years, Nan-
cy “Jones” 
Rudd; two 
d a u g h -
ters, Sher-
yl A. Rudd 
of Mass., 
and Stac-
ey L. Sears 
of North 
Carolina; a 
brother, Da-
vid T. (Che-
rie) Rudd of 
L e d b e t t e r ; 
six grandchildren, Ja-
son Rudd, Nicole Rudd, 
Kimberly Longe, Zach-
ery Sears, Nathan Sears 
and Isabella Sears; and 
昀ve great-grandchildren, 
Cameron Rudd, Kaleigh 
Rudd, Jason Rudd Jr., 
Aaliyah Price and Antho-
ny Price.

He was preceded by his 
parents, Luther Hous-
ton and Helen Christine 
(Braswell) Rudd; two sis-
ters, Frances Sims and Jo 
Kelley; and a brother, Don 
Rudd.

Funeral services are at 
11 a.m., Saturday, April 
12 in the chapel of Boyd 
Funeral Directors and 
Cremation Services with 
Bro. Justin Rowland of昀-
ciating.

Burial will follow at 
Scotts Chapel Cemetery.

Friends may visit with 
the family from 9 a.m., 
Saturday until the funeral 
hour at the funeral home. 

Community Calendar

Thursday, April 10
• The Virgil Jones VFW in Marion will meet at 6:30 p.m. in the VFW 
building at 412 N. College St. Refreshments will be served.
• Line dancing begins at 9:30 a.m., at the Crittenden County Senior 
Center.
Friday, April 11
• The homeschool club Rocket Launch meets at 11:30 a.m. at the 
Crittenden County Fairgrounds.
Saturday, April 12
• The Child Abuse Prevention walk will start at 9 a.m. at the City-
County Park.
• There will be a bene昀t meal and silent auction for Melissa Tinsley 
from 5-8 p.m. at Salem Baptist Church-Christian Life Center, 209 
Highland St.
Monday, April 14
• WITS Workout will be at 1 p.m. at the Crittenden County Public 
Library.
• Marion’s VFW will serve breakfast from 7:30-10 a.m. at 412 N. 
College St. Cost is $8 or make a donation.
• Friends Forever will be at 5:30 p.m. at the Crittenden County 
Extension Annex.
Tuesday, April 15
• A Spring Basket Garden event will begin at 5:30 p.m. at the 
Crittenden County Extension Annex.
Wednesday, April 16
• Walk and Talk with Serena will be at 8 a.m. at the Crittenden County 
Extension Annex.
• Aces & Ten 4 will be at 10 a.m. at the Crittenden County Extension 
Annex.
• A Walk in the Park will start at 3 p.m. at the City-County Park.
• Horse Club meets at 3:30 p.m. at the Crittenden County Extension 
Annex.
• Livestock Club meets at 4:30 p.m. at the Crittenden County 
Extension Annex.

Call (270) 965-3191 to share your organization’s 
meetings in this free, weekly community calendar.

I recently conducted a 
very informal survey of a 
handful of adults in the 
community. I asked them 
two questions: 1. What 
is the symbol for 
child abuse pre-
vention? and 2. 
Who in Kentucky 
is legally obligated 
to report suspected 
child abuse? The 
answers to these 
two questions 
were not as com-
mon knowledge 
as I thought.Only 
one person I asked 
had any clue that 
blue pinwheels are 
the symbol of child 
abuse prevention. 
The idea is that 
just as pinwheels 
spin freely in the 
wind, all children should 
be free to experience a 
carefree and happy child-
hood without the threat 
of abuse or neglect. You 
can pick up a pinwheel 
to show your support for 
happy childhoods from 
the Crittenden County 
Extension Of昀ce, Critten-
den Community Hospital, 
Crittenden County Public 

Library, Troy’s Auto Col-
lision and In Touch Mas-
sage Therapy.

When I asked who was 
a mandated reporter, the 

answers I heard 
were “teach-
ers and social 
workers.” While 
that is true, 
they are not the 
only mandated 
reporters. Man-
dated reporting 
refers to the le-
gal requirement 
for certain indi-
viduals — often 
professionals 
working with 
children — to 
report any sus-
picions of child 
abuse or neglect 
to the appropri-

ate authorities. This in-
cludes teachers, doctors, 
social workers and other 
professionals who regu-
larly interact with chil-
dren. However, Kentucky 
takes this a step further 
by making every adult in 
the state a mandated re-
porter, regardless of their 
professional background.

Did you know that YOU 

are a mandated reporter? 
If you suspect child abuse, 
you are legally obligated to 
report it. You can report 
child abuse by calling 
1-877-597-2331.

Child abuse isn’t always 
obvious. It encompasses 
a range of behaviors that 
can harm a child physi-
cally, emotionally or psy-
chologically. In Kentucky, 
child abuse can include:
n Physical abuse: Hit-

ting, beating or otherwise 
causing physical harm to 
a child
n Emotional abuse: 

Behavior that negatively 
affects a child’s emotional 
development or self-worth
n Sexual abuse: Any 

sexual act between an 
adult and a child or any 
inappropriate sexual be-
havior
n Neglect: Failing to 

provide necessary care, 
supervision or guardian-
ship, resulting in harm to 
the child

Again, if you sus-
pect that a child is being 
abused or neglected, it’s 
crucial to act quickly. In 
Kentucky, you can report 
suspected abuse by con-

tacting the Kentucky De-
partment for Communi-
ty-Based Services (DCBS) 
at 1-877-597-2331. You 
can make a report anon-
ymously, and the infor-
mation you provide will be 
taken seriously and inves-
tigated appropriately.

Taking action when 
you see the signs of child 
abuse is crucial. Children 
often lack the ability or 
means to voice their own 
needs or concerns regard-
ing their safety. By report-
ing suspected abuse, you 
are becoming a vital part 
of the solution — poten-
tially saving a child from 
further harm and contrib-
uting to their long-term 
well-being.

In Kentucky, the man-
date for all adults to act as 
reporters for child abuse 
highlights the importance 
of community, vigilance 
and responsibility. By 
remaining aware of the 
signs of abuse and un-
derstanding how to report 
suspicions, every adult 
can contribute to the safe-
ty and protection of the 
children in our communi-
ties.

Rebecca  
WOODALL 
EXTENSION AGENT 
FAMILY & CONSUMER SCIENCE 
 

Take action if you see the signs of child abuse

STAFF REPORT
Livingston County 

Board of Education has 
begun its search for a 
new superintendent to 
replace Dr. David Mein-
schein, who will leave the 
district June 30 to as-
sume the top leadership 
position at Murray Inde-
pendent Schools.

According to a letter 
issued by the board, the 
selection process will be 
“thorough and transpar-
ent” as of昀cials work to 
identify a strong leader 

to guide the district for-
ward.

A screening commit-
tee will be formed in the 
coming weeks to review 
candidates and make 
recommendations to the 
board. As required by 
Kentucky law, the com-
mittee will include a 
board member, two ed-
ucators, one parent, one 
classi昀ed employee and 
one principal. Because 
the district’s minority 
enrollment is 11.26%, a 
minority parent will also 

be added if no minority 
member is selected from 
the initial groups.

Each committee mem-
ber will be selected by 
individuals from their re-
spective role groups. The 
board appointed Terry 
Watson as its representa-
tive to the screening com-
mittee during a special 
called meeting March 27.

To gather community 
input on the traits de-
sired in the next superin-

tendent, the board is also 
conducting a survey open 
to all Livingston County 
stakeholders. The online 
form will remain avail-
able through April 30 at 
https://forms.gle/Gg-
ZwYuXiyamHGLTp8.

The district plans to 
keep the public informed 
by updating its website 
with news and a timeline 
for the superintendent 
search.

Livingston looking for new superintendent

A daytime lane re-
striction is scheduled 
this week on the U.S. 62 
Cumberland River “Eu-
reka Highway” Bridge for 
inspections, according to 
the Kentucky Transpor-
tation Cabinet.

On Wednesday, April 9, 
an under-bridge inspec-
tion vehicle will be used 
from about 11 a.m. to 2 
p.m., with traf昀c reduced 
to one lane and 昀aggers 
directing vehicles.

On Thursday, April 
10, a team of climbers 
will conduct a hands-on 
inspection starting at 8 
a.m., again limiting the 
bridge to one lane with 
alternating traf昀c. Both 
lanes are expected to re-
open by 3 p.m.

The bridge, also known 
as the Blue Bridge, car-
ries U.S. 62 and U.S. 641 
at the Livingston-Lyon 

County Line below Bark-
ley Dam. It sees an aver-
age of 5,700 vehicles per 
day.

Motorists are urged to 
use caution in the work 
zone.

 “Eureka Highway” bridge
lane restriction sheduled
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As I pen (type) these 
words on March 29, I 
know that April is liter-
ally just around the cor-
ner! April is one of my 
very favorite months. I 
have many wonderful 
memories specifically 
tied to April – such as 
love, farming and base-
ball – in 
no partic-
u l a r 
order. One 
of my very 
s p e c i a l 
A p r i l 
memories 
is our 
wedd ing 
day, April 
24, 1977. 
That was 
a very 
s p e c i a l 
day for me; hopefully it 
was just as special for 
my beloved. So when we 
turn the calendar to 
April, something clicks 
inside my head and I 
begin to feel a little weird 
in a goofy, romantic sort 
of way.  

If you’re pretty good at 
math, then you have al-
ready figured out that my 
beloved and I will be cel-
ebrating our 48th an-
niversary this year – 
amazing! 

For some, February is 
the “love month” as we 
celebrate Valentine’s 
Day. (Love is literally “in 
the air” in mid-February 
as noted by the fragrant 
aroma of Mr. and Mrs. 
Skunk wafting through 
the air!) For others, it 
seems that love is more 
special in June, leading 
many of you ladies to 
choose June for the date 
of your wedding.  

So is June really the 
most popular month for 
weddings? Be that as it 
may, our small April 
wedding was perfect; I 
wouldn’t change a thing 
– except for the monsoon 
we experienced on our 
special day.  

In fact, it even rained 
for two solid days and 
nights prior to our wed-
ding, in addition to the 
torrential rainfall we ex-
perienced on the day we 
tied the knot. 

While we typically ex-
perience two or three 80-
degree days in March, 
80-degree days are much 
more common in April, 
signaling to all of nature 
that the winter dormant 
season is over and it’s 
time to get going once 
again.  

While we have enjoyed 
the beauty of the Brad-
ford pear trees, other 
fruit trees, and redbuds 
for the past few weeks, 
April is the cue for the 
dogwood trees to get in 
on the blooming action, 
followed quickly by the 
greening up of the decid-
uous hardwood trees.  

By the end of April, the 
trees and grasses will be 
in full “grow mode,” 
which of course means 
that we’ll have to fire up 
the lawn mowers once 
again. It also means that 
it is time for the soil in 
the fields and your gar-
dens to warm up and dry 
out.  

Back in my farming 
days, I loved the opportu-
nities April provided to 
get busy with the tractors 
in the field and also get 
in the garden to plant 
some of our tasty goodies 
– especially tomatoes! 

April is also the signal 
for the end of hoops ac-
tion and America’s fa-
vorite pastime to get 
underway. Area high 
schools are already in 
full swing with their var-
ious baseball and softball 
games on the diamond.  

As a kid, this was a 
much-welcomed change 
to having to be inside 
during the cold, wet win-
ter months. Not only did 
the warm weather of 
April signal that it was 
time to play our commu-

nity games with all the 
gang, but it was also time 
for Major League Base-
ball to get underway – es-
pecially my beloved St. 
Louis Cardinals. If you’re 
a fan of MLB games, then 
you probably already 
know that the MLB sea-
son actually got under-
way March 27, much to 
the delight of baseball 
fans nationwide. 

I want to mention one 
more very special event 
that usually occurs in 
April – Easter Sunday. In 
fact, Easter Sunday oc-
curs in the month of 
April 80 percent of the 
time; the other 20 per-
cent of the time, Easter 
occurs between March 
22 and March 31.  

There is something 
very special about an 
outdoor Easter Sunday 
sunrise service as we 
commemorate once again 
the fact that death and 
the grave could not hold 
the Lord Jesus. When 
Sunday morning came – 
on the third day following 
his death – and Mary and 
her friends went to the 
tomb at daybreak to fin-
ish preparing the body of 
Jesus for burial, Jesus 
was gone – as in no 
longer in the tomb – just 
like he said when he fore-
told his death. 

And that, my friends, is 
what we call resurrection 
power, and it’s my very 
favorite event this month 
as we once again cele-
brate the glorious resur-
rection. If you don’t know 
the Jesus of the resur-
rection, then I challenge 
you to seek him out. He 
will change your life for-
ever. 

You ask me how I 
know he lives – He lives 
within my heart! 

 
Chris Clarke grew up in 

Livingston and Crittenden 
counties and currently has 
an equestrian ministry, 
Happy Trails.

Chris 
CLARKE
Press Columnist

Happy Trails

HALL 
Continued from page 1 

den County before the Korean War. 
Known for his rhythmic flattop guitar 
style, Walker's talent earned him a spot 
in the U.S. Army Staff Band during the 
war. When he returned home, he per-
formed locally with J.D. Orr and his 
Lonesome Valley Boys, a group that in-
cluded Orr and Bill Marvel, both fellow 
Hall of Fame members. 

Despite stepping back from semi-pro-
fessional music to prioritize family life, 

Walker never stopped refining his craft. 
His legacy now finds a permanent place 
in the county’s musical history. His 
daughter, Sandy Walker, accepted the 
posthumous award on his behalf dur-
ing the induction ceremony. 

Both men exemplify the spirit and 
musical tradition of Crittenden County, 
one through his continuing influence in 
the arts and the other through a life-
time of humble, heartfelt musicianship 
that helped shape the community 
sound. 

 

Leon Walker is pic-
tured in his Army 
days directly above 
and with his band at 
top. At right is his 
daughter, Sandy 
Walker, who ac-
cepted his induction 
into the Hall of Fame, 
presented by Cash 
Singleton, Brennan 
Cruce and Cutter Sin-
gleton.

April made even better by Easter



Wigginton is 
advancing on 
stairs climb 

Jim Wigginton, a na-
tive of the county’s 
Piney Fork community, 
has completed his 49th 
stair climb in the 49th 
state, putting him one 
step away 
from scal-
ing the 
tallest 
building in 
every U.S. 
state. 

Wiggin-
ton, a 1966 graduate 
of Crittenden County 
High School, is pursu-
ing the feat to raise 
awareness and support 
for Folds of Honor, a 
nonprofit that has pro-
vided more than 
59,000 scholarships 
over the past 18 years 
to families of fallen 
military and first re-
sponders. His effort 
marks his ninth world 
record on behalf of the 
organization. 

He also climbs in 
support of his wife’s 
Punya Thyroid Cancer 
Foundation. That foun-
dation has helped fund 
research that has ex-
tended the lives of 
over 5,000 stage 4 
thyroid cancer patients  
by up to fivefold 
thanks to treatment 
protocols developed at 
the University of 
Michigan over the past 
11 years. 

Wigginton’s final 
climb, the new 104-
story World Trade Cen-
ter in New York, is set 
for June 1, capping off 
an eight-year journey. 

 

County offices 
will close for 
Good Friday 

In observance of the 
Good Friday holiday, 
the offices at Critten-
den County Office 
Complex, including the 
judge-executive, 
county clerk, PVA and 
sheriff’s offices and 
Crittenden County 
Road Department, 
Marion Convenience 
Center and Crittenden 
County Animal Shelter, 
will be closed Friday 
and Saturday, April 18 
and April 19. 

 

Guill recognizes 
Donate for Life 

Crittenden County 
Circuit Court Clerk 
Melissa Guill is joining 
others across the state 
in recognizing National 
Donate Life Month this 
April, highlighting the 
lifesaving power of 
organ, eye and tissue 
donation. 

In 2023, 320 lives 
were saved through 
transplants at the Uni-
versity of Kentucky and 
UofL Jewish Hospitals, 
including 192 organs 
donated by registered 

donors, according to 
Donate Life Kentucky 
Trust. 

“These numbers are 
extraordinary,” Guill 
said. “That’s 192 peo-
ple who made a self-
less decision during 
their lifetime — one 
that became a miracle 
for someone else.” 

Guill praised the 
work of Donate Life 
Kentucky Trust, which 
has advocated for do-
nation since 1992. She 
emphasized that regis-
tering in advance 
brings clarity to fami-
lies and increases the 
chances of saving 
lives. 

This year marks a 
step forward in acces-
sibility, as the MyChart 
Patient Portal now links 
directly to the National 
Donate Life Registry, 
allowing patients to 
register with a few 
clicks. 

The 2025 Donate 
Life Month theme is 
“Let Life Sing!” and 
features bird-inspired 
artwork symbolizing 
hope and renewal. 

Events this month 
include Blue & Green 
Spirit Week April 5–12, 
National Donate Life 
Blue & Green Day on 
April 11 and National 
Pediatric Transplant 
Week April 20–26. 

To register as a 
donor, visit a Kentucky 
driver’s license office, 
go to RegisterMe.org, 
or use the iPhone 
Health app. 

 

Free hearing  
tests Apr. 22 
   Crittenden Countians 
will have an opportunity 
to receive free hearing 
tests on Tuesday, April 
22 at Marion Baptist 
Church. The KY HEARS 
event will run from 9 
a.m., to 2 p.m., and 
offer full diagnostic 
hearing tests, quick 
five-minute screenings 
using hearing test ma-
chines, and hearing 
healthcare navigation 
services. The service is 
provided at no cost, 
thanks to coordination 
by Crittenden County 
Circuit Court. For more 
information, call (800) 
958-9610. 

 

Iuka Road is 
closed for work 

Kentucky highway 
453 (Iuka Road) in Liv-
ingston County is 
closed at the 11.5 MP 
due to a collapsed box 
culvert. This is located 
southeast of Smithland 
between KY 937 (Cut-
off Road) and Cothron 
Road. Estimate for 
completion is around 
the end of April, 

weather permitting.  
 

Cozart brings 
initiative to 
west Kentucky 

Commonwealth 
Center for Fathers & 
Families (CCFF), 
founded by Marion na-
tive David Cozart, is 
bringing its statewide 
mission closer to home 
this month with a new 
format for its annual 
event. Instead of host-
ing a single summit in 
one location, CCFF is 
launching a series of 
regional gatherings, 
the first will be in Hop-
kinsville. 

The Regional Fa-
therhood Symposium 
will be held Thursday, 
April 25, 2025, at the 
James E. Bruce Con-
vention Center from 9 
a.m. to 4 p.m. 

This one-day event 
is designed to unite 
leaders, advocates, 
service providers and 
community members 
around the importance 
of engaged, responsi-
ble fatherhood. Atten-
dees can expect 
opportunities to build 
partnerships with local 
and statewide organi-
zations, explore fund-
ing streams and 
available resources, 
learn from national ex-
perts in the field of fa-
therhood engagement, 
hear from a panel of 
fathers with lived ex-
perience and attend 
breakout sessions fo-
cused on protective 
factors, emerging 
practices and the in-
tersection of father-
hood and human 
trafficking prevention. 

Cozart, a member of 
the Campbellsville Uni-
versity Board of Direc-
tors and a Crittenden 
County High School 
Distinguished Alum-

nus, will be among 
those leading the sem-
inar. One of his Crit-
tenden County 
classmates, Sean McK-
inney of Henderson, is 
the foundation’s re-
gional liason. 

Exhibitor space is 
available but limited, 
and organizers en-
courage early sign-up. 
A special conference 
rate is available at the 
on-site hotel. 

For the past six 
years, CCFF has hosted 
a statewide Fatherhood 
Summit. This year, the 
organization is ex-
panding its reach so 
more families across 
the Commonwealth 
can be reached di-
rectly. 

The Regional Fa-
therhood Symposium 
is a collaborative effort 
supported by Team 
Kentucky, the Cabinet 
for Health and Family 
Services and Commu-
nity Collaboration for 
Children. 

To learn more, reg-
ister or sign up as an 
exhibitor, visit 
ccffky.org or find the 
Regional Fatherhood 
Symposium event 
page. 

 

Sprague earns 
D.C. degree 

Emma Sprague of 
Henshaw, Ky., has 
graduated with a Doc-
tor of Chiropractic de-
gree from Palmer 
College of Chiroprac-
tic's Main Campus in 
Davenport, Iowa. 

 
 

Between Printed Editions  
Tune in to The Press Online 

for breaking news.  
We also ask that you subscribe to  

our YouTube Channel.  
It’s a Free Service to Our Readers! 

10 YEARS AGO 
April 9, 2015 
n Crittenden County High School students Katie Wheeler 
and Audrey Smith were accepted into the acclaimed Craft 
Academy for Excellence in Science and Mathematics at 
Morehead University. 
n Crittenden County native Mikka Crabtree helped pave 
the way to public service for women in our area as the 
new deputy sheriff of Trigg County. 
n Crittenden County Elementary students Allie Beard and 
Dawson Jones were recognized for their outstanding cre-
ativity as winners of the annual Easter coloring contest put 
on by WMJL and Food Giant. 
n Adam Driver, a Crittenden County senior, struck out 10 
players in one game against Caldwell County, securing a 
win for the Rockets.  
n Ten-year-old Colton Gilland finished second at the Mid-
America Arenacross Series in Sturgis, with a top five win 
in every race in the series.  
 

25 YEARS AGO 
April 13, 2000 
n Crittenden County High School students Jeremy Bink-
ley, Eric Watson, and Scott Taylor, all secured top three 
placements at the West Kentucky Technology Association 
Challenge. Binkley came home with a 1st place, Watson 
with a 3rd, and Taylor at 2nd.  
n Crittenden County Rockets baseball was dominant in 
the district. Led by starting pitcher Brad Guess and coach 
Denis Hodge, the Rockets blew Lyon County out of the 
water with a 9-3 win.  
n Larry and Casey Jones took home 3rd place from the 
Anglers Choice bass fishing tournament at Rend Lake, 
winning a $365 prize.  
 

50 YEARS AGO 
April 10, 1975 
n Mrs Cindy Moore was elected to be the Marion 
Women’s Club president, and presided over the accept-
ance of 17 new members. 
n Heath Watson, Al Simmons and Micheal Coleman were 
the top three finishers of the Cub Scouts Pine Wood Derby 
at Marion Junior High, and went on to compete at districts 
that May. 
n Crittenden County FBLA attended the Region 1 compe-
tition day, and came back with four top three placements. 
Cindy McDowell at 1st, went on to compete at state, while 
other competitors Nadine Johnson, Glenn Conger, and 
Micheal Tinsley were awarded for their 3rd place finishes. 
n The Kentucky Division of Forestry honored Doyle 
Sherer with the Kentucky Forest Services Western District 
award for his continuous work with the trees on his land.  
n Three Crittenden County High School Lady Rockets 
earned a spot on the Three Rivers Conference All-District 
team. Markeata Brown, Mary Ann Green, and Jeanne 
Hinchee were all selected for the 12-person team. Other 
Lady Rockets Cindy Brookshire, Julie Barnes, and Debbie 
York were recognized as honorable mentions.  
 

Read Brenda Underdown’s 
Forgotten Passages column 

at The Press Online 
between newspaper issues. 
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RANCHANDFARMAUCTIONS .COM

LAND
AUCTION

IN COOPERATION WITH WHITETAIL PROPERTIES REAL ESTATE LLC (237494) | Debbie Laux, Ranch & Farm Auctions, Kentucky Broker License 
# 247145 | Derek Fisher, Whitetail Properties Real Estate, KY Broker License #265593 | Joe Gizdic, Director, Ranch & Farm Auctions, 217.299.0332 

| Justin Mason, Kentucky Land Specialist for Whitetail Properties Real Estate, LLC, 270.439.8019 | Mark Williams, Kentucky Land Specialist for 
Whitetail Properties Real Estate, LLC, 270.439.8021 | Cody Lowderman, KY Auctioneer, RP 3502Cody Lowderman, KY Auctioneer, RP 3502    

4/24/25 AT 3 PM
AUCTION HELD AT:

THE VENUE
126 E CARLISLE ST
MARION, KY 42064

IN COOPERATION WITH WHITETAIL PROPERTIES REAL ESTATE, LLC

MARK WILLIAMS, AGENT: 270.439.8021
JUSTIN MASON, AGENT: 270.439.8019

238.34 AC± | 1 TRACT 
CRITTENDEN CO, KY

RANCHANDFARMAUCTIONS .COM

LAND
AUCTION

IN COOPERATION WITH WHITETAIL PROPERTIES REAL ESTATE LLC (237494) | Debbie Laux, Ranch & Farm Auctions, Kentucky Broker License # 247145 | Derek Fisher, Whitetail Properties Real Estate, KY Broker License #265593 | Joe Gizdic, 
Director, Ranch & Farm Auctions, 217.299.0332 | Justin Mason, Kentucky Land Specialist for Whitetail Properties Real Estate, LLC, 270.439.8019 | Mark Williams, Kentucky Land Specialist for Whitetail Properties Real Estate, LLC, 270.439.8021 | 

Cody Lowderman, KY Auctioneer, RP 3502Cody Lowderman, KY Auctioneer, RP 3502    

186 AC± | 5 TRACTS 
CALDWELL CO, KY

4/24/25 AT 1 PM
AUCTION HELD AT:

THE VENUE
126 E CARLISLE ST
MARION, KY 42064

IN COOPERATION WITH WHITETAIL PROPERTIES REAL ESTATE, LLC

MARK WILLIAMS, AGENT: 270.439.8021
JUSTIN MASON, AGENT: 270.439.8019

PUBLIC NOTICE 
EPAD Public Hearing 

A Public Hearing will be held during the regular session of 
the Crittenden County Fiscal Court on Thursday, April 17, 
2025 at 8:30 am. 
 
This public hearing is to obtain citizen comment regarding 
the proposed Ordinance related to the establishment of an 
Energy Project Assessment District (EPAD) Program.  
 
A second reading of the Ordinance will occur following the 
public hearing.  Copies of the proposed ordinance maybe 
obtained by contacting the Judge Executive Office at (270) 
965-5251 or emailing cct@crittendencountyky.org.
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There is a story in the 
Gospel of John in which 
Jesus is teaching in the 
vicinity of the Temple in 
Jerusalem. He 
had spent the 
night before at 
the Mount of 
Olives, presum-
ably praying. It 
is early in the 
morning and a 
group of men 
(scribes and 
Pharisees) ap-
pear, dragging 
a woman who 
may have just 
been yanked 
out of bed and 
accuse her of 
adultery.

We are told 
that they are do-
ing this to test 
him. I suspect 
there was at least some 
commotion. They present 
a legal case to Jesus. The 
law of Moses said, accord-
ing to them, that she was 
to be stoned. The pres-
sure is on – a woman’s 
life hangs in the balance. 
Surely something must be 
done! Jesus, in his wis-
dom, surprises all of them 
by doing . . . nothing. He 
calmly tells them to think 
about their own sin. If one 
was to be stoned in the 
ancient world it was usual 
for everyone to pick up a 
rock. This type of “noth-
ing” was not really noth-
ing. It was a calculated 
response to slow everyone 
down enough to come to 
their senses because the 
religious leaders seem to 
have lost theirs.

Nations occasional-
ly convulse for various 
reasons. Sometimes it is 
important to act. Other 

times it is best to be still 
and wait for more clarity. 
We are not good judges of 
just how bad things are or 

may be. Some-
times they are 
much worse 
than they seem. 
S o m e t i m e s 
they are not 
as bad. Even 
more interest-
ing is that the 
same event or 
circumstance 
is perceived dif-
ferently by peo-
ple of different 
backgrounds 
and beliefs.

I am a believ-
er that when 
we resort to 
law, we are giv-
ing evidence 

of character failure and 
fear. This was the case 
with those who presented 
this “problem” to Jesus. 
However, in a twist, it was 
not her failure that was 
being shown to everyone 
– it was theirs! They had 
dehumanized the wom-
an. She was no more to 
them than a tool in their 
scheme to denounce a 
powerful teacher whom 
they feared. Using exag-
geration, half-truths, and 
labelling people to make 
a point or as an excuse to 
pass a law is an abhorrent 
practice. Yet, we still fall 
for it – often.

The Bible has clear 
teaching that we are to 
pursue justice. There is 
clear teaching about how 
we are to treat foreigners 
in our land. There is clear 
teaching that says, “Do 
unto others as you would 
have them do to you.” 

– Which is not, “We are 
going to do to them what 
they do to us.” 

There is strength in do-
ing things out of convic-
tion that they are the right 
thing to do – even though 
others are not doing it; or 
even doing the opposite. 

The world rarely chang-
es by doing more of what 
is already not working or 
saying what is already 
untrue, even louder. Act-
ing from fretting and fear 
lead us down a path of 
poor choices that can ex-
acerbate the very thing we 
are fretting about. Psalm 
37:7-8 says,

Be still before the 
LORD, and wait patiently 
for him;

fret not yourself over 
him who prospers in his 
way,

over the man who car-
ries out evil devices!

Refrain from anger, and 
forsake wrath!

Fret not yourself; it 
tends only to evil.”

We need much less 
talking, name-calling, 
and twisting each other’s 
words and motives. Even 
if someone has bad mo-
tives, twisting their words 
only makes things worse 
and speaks about the 
character of the one twist-
ing the words. Proverbs 
11:11-14 is a reminder to 
be careful with our words,

By the blessing of the 
upright a city is exalted,

but it is overthrown by 
the mouth of the wicked.

He who belittles his 
neighbor lacks sense,

but a man of under-
standing remains silent.

He who goes about as a 
talebearer reveals secrets,

but he who is trust-
worthy in spirit keeps a 
thing hidden.

Where there is no guid-
ance, a people falls;

but in an abundance of 
counselors there is safe-
ty.”

It takes courage to be 
silent or still long enough 
for the motives of some 
leaders to be revealed. It 
may mean being faced 
with a dire circumstance 
that forces them to act on 
their words or realize their 
folly. Pray for the latter 
and be prepared to act if it 
is the former.

In the meantime, re-
member that the Psalm-
ists words, 

God is our refuge and 
strength,

a very present help in 
trouble.

Therefore we will not 
fear though the earth 
should change,

though the mountains 
shake in the heart of the 
sea;

though its waters roar 
and foam,

though the mountains 
tremble with its tumult. 
[Selah]

“Be still, and know that 
I am God.

I am exalted among the 
nations,

I am exalted in the 
earth!”

The LORD of hosts is 
with us;

the God of Jacob is our 
refuge. [Selah] (Psalm 
46:1-3; 10-11) 

Dr. Sean Niestrath is a 
minister in Madisonville, 
Ky. He holds a doctoral 
degree in ministry. You 
may contact him at sean.
niestrath@outlook.com.

Sean
NIESTRATH
Faith-based columnist

Guest
Columnist

Practice ability to do nothing

ASK
the

PASTOR
By Bob Hardison

Ask the Pastor
We can know the love of God because of Jesus’ sacrifice

Question: I just don’t 
seem to be able to get my 
life together. I try to be a wor-
thy person. I try to do good 
deeds and to stay out of 
trouble. No matter how much 
I try, my actions turn out bad-
ly. Can God possibly love me 
and help me? 

Answer: When we are 
realistic about ourselves, we 
all need mercy and grace, 
not justice. God’s grace is 
not in short supply. From 
John 1:16 we learn, “From 

the fullness of (God’s) grace 
we have all received one 
blessing after another.” It’s 
His loving grace that pulls us 
out of the muck of self-righ-
teous striving and into His 
restful presence.

World religions are about 
stop messing up, straighten 

up, try to be worthy and do 
right things. Becoming a fol-
lower of Christ is not self-im-
provement and trying hard-
er, but it’s about accepting 
God’s grace through faith in 
Jesus who shed His blood 
on the cross to cover our 
sins (Eph. 2:8).  Christian-
ity is about believing in and 
following Jesus who does all 
the saving. 

God is the initiator of love. 
If Jesus came into the world 
when we got our act together, 

He would have never come. 
That takes the pressure off 
us to try to do better. Jesus 
came into this sinful, fallen 
world because He loved us 
when we were still sinners 
(Rom. 5:8). Jesus came not 
just for the good, but also for 
the rest of us who struggle 
to get our act together. The 
wonderful, good news is 
God loves everyone, every-
where—warts and all.

Send your questions to: 
bob@bobhardison.com

Promote your church’s

EASTER SERVICES
in The Crittenden Press 

Invite newcomers & share information
about special Easter services.

Cost varies dependent on ad size.  Deadline is Monday, April 14 .

(270) 965-3191



Reminders of Main Street business in 1943

Brenda
Underdown
County Historian

Forgotten
Passages

Recently acquiring an 
old Marion postcard that 
had the postmark date 
of 1943 gave me the in-
spiration to recall some 
of the local business 
that lined Main Street 
during this time period, 
give or take a few years. 
These are only a few of 
the stores that made 
Marion a destination for 
shopping. Not mentioned 
are the barbers shops, 
eating places, several 
department stores, and 
other places of business 
that lined the streets.  

–––
Hunt’s Department 

Store
In 1947, Hillis and Iva 

Hunt bought the depart-
ment store on the corner 
of Main and East Bell-
ville  streets, and it be-
came known as Hunt’s 
Department Store.  

They had a well-
stocked department 
store that carried such 
brands as Florsheim 
and International shoes, 
Walker Working Boots, 
Arrow Shirts, Campus 
brand Sports Wear and 
Curlee Clothes.  

You could also have 
tailor-made suits or-
dered from their store. A 
representative from the 
Globe Tailoring Co., from 
C i n c i n n a t i 
would come 
to town twice 
a year with 
his samples of 
materials and 
take measure-
ments. If you 
could afford 
a tailor-made 
suit, it showed 
you were a 
s u c c e s s f u l 
business per-
son.

–––
City Drug 
Store

The city 
Drug Compa-
ny is owned 
and man-
aged by two of Marion’s 
youngest businessmen, 
Ted Frazer and G. N. 
Rankin, both of them 
born and reared in Mar-
ion. At least two reasons 
may be assigned as to 
why the City Drug Store 
has so quickly taken its 
place in the foremost 
ranks of local business 
establishments.  First, 
the store itself, attrac-
tive and well lighted, is 
modern in every respect, 
from its up-to-date foun-
tain, its line of drug sun-
dries and novelties to a 
complete prescription 
department with a grad-
uate, registered phar-
macist in charge; second 
the modern business 
method and progressive 
ideas of the owners, who 
identify themselves with 
every movement for civic 
betterment and commu-
nity progress.

The City Drug Store 
occupies two 昀oors of 
the Flanary building on 
Main Street. On the 昀rst 
is located the soda foun-
tain, the prescription 
department, and well 
stocked cases of cosmet-
ics, toiletries and novel-
ties. The wallpaper, paint 
and glass department is 
located on the second 
昀oor. Here they have two 
complete lines of wallpa-
per on display at a price 
range of 昀ve cents per 
roll up.

–––
Ben Franklin Five and 

Dime Store
The popular Ben 

Franklin Store owned 
and run by Joe Jones 
was a favorite shopping 
place for the whole fam-
ily, known for its variety 
of merchandise and very 
reasonable prices.

–––
T. H. Cochran & Com-

pany
T. H. Cochran and 

Company, the hardware 
kings, sell everything from 
kitchen pots and pans to  
harness rings.  They will 

sell you stoves, both coal 
and wood. Anything you 
buy there is bound to be 
good. They will sell you a 
wagon, with or without 
wheels, and carry a line 
of the best automobiles.  
They are called the Qual-
ity Store and we really 

don’t think we 
need say more 
except in con-
clusion we do 
declare you can’t 
beat them when 
buying any kind 
of hardware.

–––
Moore and 

Pickens
An attractive 

line of ladies 
ready-to-wear 
and military is 
on display at 
all times in the 
store on Moore 
and Pickens on 
Carlisle Street. 
This store was 
stared a num-

ber of years ago by Miss 
Mildred Moore and Miss 
Elvah Pickens, now Mrs. 
Weems Croft and Mrs. 
Frank Bennett. Since 
the establishment of 
the business, these two 
young ladies have had a 
satisfactory business due 
to the kind of merchan-
dise they handle and to 
the personality they put 
into the management of 
their business.  Moore 
and Pickens store is 
neatly and attractively 
arranged at all times and 
is artistically decorated.  
Both Mrs. Croft and Mrs. 
Bennett are actively iden-
ti昀ed with local women’s 
organizations.

–––
Home Owned Grocery
One of the biggest gro-

cery businesses in Crit-
tenden County is done by 
C. W. Grady at his store 
on South Main, where 
he has been in business 
since coming to Marion 
10years ago from Weston, 
where he formerly oper-
ated a general merchan-
dise business.

Associated with Mr. 
Grady in the business are 
Aubrey Grady, Theodore 
Grady, Henry Mayes, 
Miss Orzilla Farmer, 
Miss Hazel Ward, Thom-
as Rushing, Duke Glore, 
Orville Grady and Delmar 
Mayes.

Grady’s store is busy at 
all hours with their large 
volume of business. Mr. 
Grady consistently ad-
vertises high-grade mer-
chandise at a low price 
range.

–––
Farmers Bank and 

Trust Company
Marion and Crittenden 

County as well as the 
communities in adjoining 
counties who are in Mar-

ion’s trade territory are 
fortunate in having as 
their chief 昀nancial insti-
tution a bank of the kind, 
type and character of the 
Farmers Bank and Trust 
Company.

The Farmers Bank and 
Trust was organized in 
1899. It has always been 
regarded as conservative, 
and it has always ad-
hered strictly to funda-
mental, tried and clearly 
de昀ned principles and 
practices of banking. Its 
management has always 
been of the best and it 
has made money in times 
of prosperity and in times 
of depression.  

–––
Stewart-Gugenheim’s 

Store
The Federated Stores 

of America, of which 
Stewart-Gugehneim’s 
store is a member, is 
an association of home 
owned dry goods stores. 
This modern store, which 
has items comparable to 
those of most metropoli-
tan stores, is a real credit 
to our business district, 
and convenience to those 
shoppers who have hith-
erto felt that they must 
go out of town if they 
wanted the best and lat-
est fashions. 

–––
Tucker & Franklin

Tucker & Franklin are 
opening a huge display 
room tomorrow and ask 
everyone to visit the es-
tablishment on that day 
and register in a place 
provided therefor.

The display room, 
modern in all respects, 

is one of the largest and 
most attractive in the 
state and so designed as 
to fully and completely 
allow free access to each 
and every article of fur-
niture in the room.  In-
spection is invited and 
comparison of prices one 
of the slogans of the 昀rm.

Walls are attractively 
hung with drapes, rugs, 
and other similar articles 
and all lighting indirect.  
The building is entered 
by a large door from the 
present store and has 
convenient outlets for re-
moving and installation 
of furniture. In addition, 
the huge heating plant 
makes severe weather 
conditions negligible. A 
complete line of modern 
furniture of nationally 
advertised manufactures 
is carried.

–––
Red Front Cash and 

Carry Store
The Red Front Cash 

and Carry Store will open 
Saturday with complete 
new equipment through-
out.  The establishment 
is located in the Stone 
& Fowler building at 
the intersection of Main 
and Bellville streets. Bill 
Stout has been placed in 
charge, and he will em-
ploy six assistants reg-
ularly with others to be 
added.

The store is the larg-
est, most modern and 
best arranged of the 
entire group of 45 Red 
Front stores.  Mr. Stout 
states that the refriger-
ation is the best obtain-
able and all other equip-

ment is of the highest 
type.  The store will have 
the best lighting and the 

illumination and light-
ing is unsurpassed. The 
best quality of foods and 
meats at extremely low 
prices will be offered to 
customers

–––
Western Auto Store
Woodrow Alderdice of 

the Western Auto Store 
announces the new lo-
cation of its store. Begin-
ning Monday it will be in 
the building located on 
W. Bellville Street across 
from the courthouse. 
Always a favorite place 
to shop, bicycles, wag-
ons and guns are just a 
few of the popular items 
available.

–––
The Marion of long 

ago, so much history lost 
to time.  

(Brenda Underdown is 
chair of Crittenden Coun-
ty Historical Society and 
a member of Crittenden 
County Genealogical So-
ciety. Much more local 
history can be found at 
OurForgottenPassages.
blogspot.com).
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This postcard picture was an inspiration for writing about some of the businesses that lined Main Street in the 1940s. 
Farmers Bank and Trust Company is the only one of these original businesses still active today in the same location.



for sale
2019 E-Z-Go RXV elec-
tric golf cart, 48V, 昀ame 
red with black searting, 
in very good condition, 
in Salem area. $6,500. 
(812) 483-1116. (2t-15-p)
2024 Homesteader Car-
go Trailer, black alumi-
num, 8’x16’. $7,200. 
Salem area.  (812) 483-
1116. (2t-15-p)
Classi昀ed advertising 
works! Customers tell us 
they sell their items faster 
than they expect by listing 
in The Crittenden Press! 
Call (270) 965-3191 to 
post a classi昀ed ad.

sales
Huge yard sale, 1193 
Weldon Rd., Marion. 
Thursday and Friday, lots 
of everything. Rain or 
shine. (1t-14-p)
First-ever Crittenden 
County Hwy. 641 Com-
munity Yard Sale for 
homes between 1380-
1980 U.S. 641 includ-
ing Norman Road, Penn 
Drive, Coleman Road and 
Higgins Road. Will begin 
at 8 a.m. each day, May 
9-10. (5t-18-c)

wanted
Need someone to iron. 
(270) 969-2704. (1t-14-p)

services
PAINTING: Interior and 
exterior, licensed and in-
sured. Call Mr. Paint for 
an estimate, (270) 454-
4088. (8t-17-p)
CONCRETE WORK: 
Parking lots, garages, 
steel buildings, walls, 
sidewalks, driveways, 
room additions, rock 
driveways, clean ditch-
es. Call for quote (270) 
724-4672, Joe Mattingly 
Concrete Construction. 
(12t-16-p)

notice
Advertise your job open-
ing, event, items for 
sale, auction etc. in this 
newspaper plus 83 oth-
er Kentucky newspapers 
including The Paducah 
Sun, Kentucky New Era 
(Hopkinsville), The Stur-
gis News, The (Princeton) 
Times Leader, The (Prov-
idence) Journal-Enter-
prise, The Union County 
Advocate, The Hender-
son Gleaner, The Liv-

ingston Ledger and The 
(Madisonville) Messenger 
and for only $250. Save 
time and money by mak-
ing one call for all! For 
more information, contact 
the classi昀ed department 
at (270) 965-3191 or 
email us at advertising@
the-press.com.

bid notice
The Crittenden County 
Board of Education is ac-
cepting sealed bids for the 
following surplus items: 
2010 Grasshopper 725D 
Zero Turn Diesel Mower 
with 1870 hours and 2005 
Kubota GR2100 Lawn 
Tractor Diesel with 1588 
hours. Sealed bids must 
be submitted to CCBOE 
at 601 West Elm Street, 
Marion, Kentucky  42064 
by Friday, April 25, 2025 
at 1 p.m. at which time 
they will be opened. For 
more information, contact 
Brian Kirby at (270) 704-
1166. Crittenden County 
Board of Education re-
serves the right to reject 
any or all bids. (2t-15-c)

statewide
BUSINESS SPACE FOR 

RENT

Frankfort Of昀ce Space 
for rent: Second 昀oor with 
four large of昀ce areas, re-
stroom. Of昀ce desks fur-
nished. Located ½ mile 
from I-64 Lawrenceburg 
exit 53A. Electric, water, 
gas, utilities and inter-
net included. $2,200 per 
month.  Call Bonnie How-
ard, Kentucky Press As-
sociation, 502-223-8821.

BUYING CARS

We buy 8,000 cars a 
week. Sell your old, bust-
ed or junk car with no 
hoops, haggles or head-
aches. Sell your car to 
Peddle. Easy three step 
process. Instant offer. 
Free pickup. Fast pay-
ment. Call 1-844-440-
0399

BUYING HOUSES

We Buy Houses for Cash 
AS IS! No repairs. No 
fuss. Any condition. Easy 
three step process: Call, 
get cash offer and get 
paid. Get your fair cash 
offer today by calling Liz 
Buys Houses: 1-888-287-
5615

CABLE/UTILITIES

DIRECTV OVER INTER-
NET - Get your favorite 
live TV, sports and local 
channels. 99% signal reli-
ability! CHOICE Package, 
$84.99/mo for 12 months. 
HBO Max and Premium 
Channels included for 3 
mos (w/CHOICE Pack-
age or higher.) No annual 
contract, no hidden fees! 
Some restrictions apply. 
Call IVS 1-888-340-6138
AFFORDABLE TV & IN-
TERNET. If you are over-
paying for your service, 
call now for a free quote 
and see how much you 
can save! 1-877-548-
7494
Get DISH Satellite TV 
+ Internet!  Free Install, 
Free HD-DVR Upgrade, 
80,000 On-Demand Mov-
ies, Plus Limited Time Up 
To $600 In Gift Cards. 
Call Today! 1-855-633-
4574
DIRECTV- All your en-
tertainment. Nothing on 
your roof! Sign up for 
Directv and get your 昀rst 
three months of Max, 
Paramount+, Showtime, 
Starz, MGM+ and Cin-
emax included. Choice 
package $84.99/mo. 
Some restrictions apply. 
Call DIRECTV 1-866-

292-5435
CELLULAR

Get Boost In昀nite! Unlim-
ited Talk, Text and Data 
For Just $25/mo! The 
Power Of 3 5G Networks, 
One Low Price! Call To-
day and Get The Latest 
iPhone Every Year On 
Us! 855-841-2894
Consumer Cellular - the 
same reliable, nationwide 
coverage as the largest 
carriers. No long-term 
contract, no hidden fees 
and activation is free. All 
plans feature unlimited 
talk and text, starting at 
just $20/month. For more 
information, call 1-833-
353-2982

DONATIONS
(VEHICLES)

Donate your car, truck, 
boat, RV and more to 
support our veterans! 
Schedule a FAST, FREE 
vehicle pickup and re-
ceive a top tax deduction! 
Call Veteran Car Dona-
tions at 1-833-984-2146 
today!

GOT AN UNWANTED 
CAR??? DONATE IT TO 
PATRIOTIC HEARTS. 
Fast free pick up. All 50 
States. Patriotic Hearts’ 
programs help veterans 
昀nd work or start their 
own business. Call 24/7: 
1-833-485-3141.
Get a break on your taxes! 
Donate your car, truck, or 
SUV to assist the blind 
and visually impaired. Ar-
range a swift, no-cost ve-
hicle pickup and secure 
a generous tax credit for 
2025. Call Heritage for 
the Blind Today at 1-877-
581-3053 today!

FOOD SERVICES

When you want the best, 
you want Omaha Steaks! 
100% guaranteed and 
delivered to your door! 
Our Butcher’s Deluxe 
Package makes a great 
gift and comes with 8 
FREE Burgers ONLY 
$99.99.  Call 1-877-395-
9131  and mention code 
77318CZL  or visit www.
omahasteaks.com/De-
luxe9671
Omaha Steaks Wines. 12 
world class wines (and 
bonus gifts) for ONLY 
$79.99 (plus s/h.) Save 
$160! 12 new wine se-
lections plus a FREE $25 
Omaha Steaks E-reward 
card every three months. 
Cancel anytime. 100% 
guarantee! Call 1-844-
740-5945 and mention 
code AGJF002 or visit 
www.GetOSWine.com/
sip169

HEALTH

Portable Oxygen Con-
centrator May Be Cov-
ered by Medicare! Re-
claim independence and 
mobility with the compact 
design and long-lasting 
battery of Inogen One. 
Free information kit! Call 
888-982-0374
Stroke and Cardiovascu-
lar disease are leading 
causes of death, accord-
ing to the American Heart 
Association. Screenings 
can provide peace of 
mind or early detection! 
Contact Life Line Screen-
ing to schedule your 
screening. Special offer 
- 5 screenings for just 
$149. Call 1-877-465-
1309

HOME IMPROVEMENT

SunSetter. America’s 
Number One Awning! In-
stant shade at the touch 
of a button. Transform 
your deck or patio into an 
outdoor oasis. Up to 10-

year limited warranty. Call 
now and SAVE $350 to-
day! 1-866-348-8793
NEED NEW WINDOWS?  
Drafty rooms? Chipped or 
damaged frames? Need 
outside noise reduction? 
New, energy ef昀cient 
windows may be the an-
swer! Call for a consulta-
tion & FREE quote today. 
1-833-890-2083.  You will 
be asked for the zip code 
of the property when con-
necting.
Replace your roof with the 
best looking and longest 
lasting material – steel 
from Erie Metal Roofs! 
Three styles and multiple 
colors available. Guar-
anteed to last a lifetime! 
Limited Time Offer – up to 
50% off installation + Ad-
ditional 10% off install (for 
military, health workers & 
1st responders.) Call Erie 
Metal Roofs: 1-888-306-
0302

WARNING: Your home 
may need new Siding, 
Windows or Roofs. SAVE 
MONEY before the hurri-
cane drives prices back 
up and its to late.  Huge 
Discounts & Financing 
available. 800-350-0591 
to learn more.
Eliminate gutter clean-
ing forever! LeafFilter, 
the most advanced de-
bris-blocking gutter pro-
tection. Schedule a FREE 
LeafFilter estimate to-
day. 20% off Entire Pur-
chase. Plus 10% Senior 
& Military Discounts. Call 
1-866-329-2415
Call LeafGuard and say 
goodbye to gutter clean-
ing for good. No clean-
ing. No leaking. No water 
damage. No more ladder 
accidents. Get LeafGuard 
today and be protected 
for life. FREE estimate. 
Financing available. 20% 
off total purchase (Re-
strictions may apply.) Call 
1-866-850-6999
Safe Step. North Amer-
ica’s #1 Walk-In Tub. 
Comprehensive lifetime 
warranty. Top-of-the-line 
installation and service. 
Now featuring our FREE 
shower package and 
$1600 Off for a limited 
time! Call today! Financ-
ing available. Call Safe 
Step 1-888-302-4539
Jacuzzi Bath Remodel 
can install a new, custom 
bath or shower in as little 
as one day. For a limited 
time, waiving ALL instal-
lation costs! (Additional 
terms apply. Subject to 
change and vary by deal-
er. (Offer ends 6/30/25.) 
Call 1-866-837-5986

HOME SERVICES

Prepare for power outag-
es today with a Generac 
Home Standby Genera-
tor. Act now to receive a 
FREE 5-Year warranty 
with qualifying purchase. 
Call 1-844-688-8576 to-
day to schedule a free 
quote. It’s not just a gen-
erator. It’s a power move.
INSURANCE SERVICES

Up to $15,000.00 of 
GUARANTEED Life In-
surance! No medical 

exam or health questions. 
Cash to help pay funeral 
and other 昀nal expenses. 
Call Physicians Life In-
surance Company- 844-
950-2448 or visit www.
Life55plus.info/kypress
DENTAL INSURANCE 
from Physicians Mutu-
al Insurance Company. 
Coverage for 400 plus 
procedures. Real den-
tal insurance - NOT just 
a discount plan. Do not 
wait! Call now! Get your 
FREE Dental Information 
Kit with all the details! 
1-855-900-7392 www.
den ta l50p lus .com/26 
#6258

INTERNET OFFERS

Choose EarthLink Fiber 
Internet for speeds up to 
5 Gigs, no data caps, no 
throttling. Prices starting 
at $54.95. Plus, a $100 
gift card when you make 
the switch.  Call 1-833-
974-4780

MUSICAL
INSTRUMENTS

TOP CASH PAID FOR 
OLD GUITARS! 1920-
1980 Gibson, Martin, 
Fender, Gretsch, Epi-
phone, Guild, Mosrite, 
Rickenbacker, Prairie 
State, D’Angelico, Strom-
berg. And Gibson Mado-
lins/Banjos. 1-833-641-
7011

SECURITY

HOME BREAK-INS take 
less than 60 SECONDS. 
Don’t wait! Protect your 
family, your home, your 
assets NOW for as little 
as 70¢ a day! Call 1-833-
360-5407

SOCIAL SECURITY

YOU MAY QUALIFY for 

disability bene昀ts if you 
have are between 52-63 
years old and under a 
doctor’s care for a health 
condition that prevents 
you from working for a 
year or more. Call now! 
1-833-641-6772

WATCHES

PAYING TOP CASH FOR 
MEN’S SPORT WATCH-
ES! Rolex, Breitling, 
Omega, Patek Phillppe, 
Heuer, Daytona, GMT, 
Submariner and Speed-
master. Call 1-833-641-
6058

WRITERS WANTED

Become a Published Au-
thor. We want to Read 
Your Book! Dorrance 
Publishing-Trusted by 
Authors Since 1920 Book 
manuscript submissions 
currently being reviewed. 
Comprehensive Services: 
Consultation, Production, 
Promotion and Distribu-
tion Call for Your Free 
Author`s Guide 1-855-
209-2951 or visit dorran-
ceinfo.com/Kentucky
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Open weekdays
9 a.m.-5 p.m.

Advertising deadline
is 5 p.m., Monday

Prepaid ads of 20 words or 
less are $6 for one week, with 
a 10-cent charge for each 
word over the initial 20. Run 
the same ad for consecutive 
issues for only $4 each week. 
Now, all regular classi昀ed ads 
are placed on our Web site, 
www.the-press.com, at no 
extra charge.
You can also reach more than 
one million readers with one 
call! Contact the classi昀ed 
department for more 
information about placing 
a 25-word classi昀ed in 70 
newspapers for only $250.
It is the policy of The 
Crittenden Press Inc., to fully 
comply with the Fair Housing 
Act and to never knowingly 
publish advertisements that 
discriminate on the basis of 
race, color, religion, national 
origin, sex, disability or 
family status. If you believe 
an advertisement published 
in this newspaper is 
discriminatory, please contact 
the publisher immediately at 
(270) 965-3191.
All phone numbers listed for 
ads on this page are within 
the 270 area code unless 
otherwise noted.



SCHEDULE 

Upcoming events 

THURSDAY 
CCHS softball at Henderson County 
CCHS baseball All A at UHA, 7:30pm 
FRIDAY 
LCHS softball at Evansville North 
LCHS softball vs Crown Point  
CCHS baseball hosts Ballard Mem. 
LCHS baseball at Mayfield 
SATURDAY 
CCHS baseball at Todd Central  
LCHS at Bowling Green Tournament 
CCHS track at Logan County 
MONDAY 
CCHS softball hosts Caldwell County 
TUESDAY 
CCHS softball at Lyon County  
LCHS softball hosts McCracken Co.  
CCHS baseball hosts Trigg County 
LCHS baseball at Lyon County 
CCHS track at Ballard Memorial 
 

Rain affects schedules 

   Last weekend’s track and field meet 
scheduled for Calloway County was 
rained out. The track team will be at 
Logan County this weekend and at 
Ballard Memorial on Tuesday. The 
softball and baseball Class A Tourna-
ments were to have kicked off Mon-
day, but those were pushed later into 
the week. At press time, it appeared 
that Crittenden would be taking on Liv-
ingston at 5:30 p.m., Wednesday to 
open the softball tournament. The 
Rocket baseball team has a first-
round bye and will play either Univer-
sity Heights or Dawson Springs in the 
semifinal round at 7:30 p.m., Thursday 
at UHA. 
 
OUTDOORS 

Hunting Seasons 

  Here are so me of the most common 
hunting opportunities currently in sea-
son or coming up:  
Coyote Night (lights)  Dec. 1 - March 31 
Goose Conservation    Feb. 16 - March 31 
Wild Turkey                  April 12 - May 4 
Bullfrog                        May 16 - Oct. 31 
Squirrel                       May 17 - June 15 
Coyote                                 Year Round 
Ground hog                         Year Round 
 

Reciprocal deal on hold 

   Reciprocal hunting and fishing 
agreements between Kentucky and its 
bordering states have expired. Until 
further notice, anglers who fish on bor-
dering waters must hold a valid fishing 
license and follow the regulations of 
the state in which they are fishing. 
Also, waterfowl hunters who hunt 
along the Kentucky border with Indi-
ana and Ohio   must hold a valid hunt-
ing license and follow the regulations 
of the state in which they are hunting. 
Efforts are underway to update these 
reciprocal agreements as soon as 
possible; however, this will take time 
as it requires KDFWR Commission 
approval and legislative review.  The 
Commission late last month approved 
creation of new regulations that would 
reinstate reciprocal agreements. For 
the latest information, including maps 
detailing the affected bodies of water, 
go online to Reciprocal Hunting and 
Fishing Agreements page at KDFWR 
website. 
 

FOLLOW THE ROCKETS at THE PRESS ONLINE 
www.The-Press.com  Sports Tab 

@CrittendenPress on Twitter 
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PHOTOS BY GRACIE ORR and ALLISON EVANS 
Rocket shortstop Quinn Summers (above left) let the throw 
go through from outfielder Jaxton Duncan to third baseman 
Drake Young on a play to catch a runner during a recent 
game in Marion. Clockwise from there, Davis Perryman 
makes a catch in the outfield; Young takes a swing at the 
plate; Rocket softball shortstop Andrea Federico makes a 
throw from the hole next to third baseman Caroline Martin; 
Martin centers up a pitch at the plate; and Lady Rocket 
Macibelle Hardesty gets home safely after getting into a 
pickle against against Hardin County, Ill. 

TOP5 BATTING LEADERS 

CCHS Softball 
Elliot Evans                       .636 
Anna Boone                      .560 
Morgan Piper                     .444 
Andrea Federico               .386 
Elle McDaniel                    .286 

Minimum 10 ABs, through 8 games

TOP5 RBI LEADERS 

CCHS Softball 
Andrea Federico                  9 
Hannah Jent                        7 
A.Boone | M.Piper               5 
E.McDaniel | E.Evans          3  

 
Minimum 10 ABs, through 8 games

TOP5 RBI LEADERS 

Rocket Baseball 
Chase Conyer                      10 
Quinn Summers                   10 
Jaxton Duncan                       7 
Zack Rustin                            6 
D.Young | H.Stokes                5 

Minimum 20 ABs, through 16 games

TOP5 BATTING LEADERS 

Rocket Baseball 
Quinn Summers                .462 
Chase Conyer                   .381 
Eli Lovell                            .370 
Hudson Stokes                 .357 
Keegan Pierson                .357 

Minimum 20 ABs, through 16 games

STAFF REPORT 
Crittenden County native Kenny Jack-

son is returning home to lead the Rocket 
basketball program, becoming the 
team’s fourth head coach in six seasons. 

Jackson replaces Matt Fraliex, who 
stepped down a few weeks ago after a 
winless 0-26 campaign in 2025. The 
Rockets went 3-25 the previous season 
in Fraliex’s first year as head coach, and 
have struggled in recent years, with 
records of 11-18 in 2023, 14-17 in 2022, 
and 13-10 in a COVID-shortened 2021, 
which was its last winning season. 

The new coach brings a strong founda-
tion of fundamentals, sportsmanship  
and conditioning to the court, values he 
says will be critical in turning the pro-
gram around. 

“We have to be in great shape and play 

with a lot of heart and intensity,” said 
Jackson. “I believe in teaching discipline 
on and off the court.” 

A 1993 graduate of Crittenden County 
High School, Jackson was a Rocket him-
self before beginning his coaching career 
in Mayfield. At Northside Baptist Chris-
tian Church, he spent seven seasons 
building a successful program that pro-
duced a state championship, two state 
runner-up finishes and three trips to the 
Elite 8 of the Kentucky Christian School 
Champion series. 

“My goals are simple, to have a suc-
cessful program, win games, boost con-
fidence and build relationships with the 
community,” Jackson said. 

Married to his wife, Susan, for 28 
years, Jackson has two sons, Tanner, 
25, and Alex, 21, and three grandchil-

dren. He enjoys 
watching Kentucky 
basketball, playing 
golf and spending 
time with his family. 
Now, he’s focused on 
the future of Rocket 
basketball. 

“I am looking for-
ward to leading the 
boys basketball pro-
gram to many suc-
cessful seasons,” 
Jackson said. “And I’m excited to become 
involved again with the community.” 

Jackson is expected to begin duties 
soon, as summer league play begins in 
June for high school basketball. The 
community is invited to meet him Thurs-
day at 3:30 p.m. at Rocket Arena.

Jackson home to guide Rocket hoops

Rocket Basketball 
PostSeason Awards 

Pictured are (front from left)  Junior 
Cowsert, 5 Pillars Award; Jayden 
Jones, 5 Pillars Award; Klayton 
Murray, Hustle Award; Logan Mar-
tin, Rocket Award; Brayden 
Poindexter, Highest 2-Point Field 
Goal Percentage, Rebounding and 
Most Valuable Player awards; 
(back) Conner Poindexter, 5 Pillars 
Award; Hudson Stokes, Hustle 
Award; Emmitt Ellington, Most Im-
proved; Jack Porter, Assist Award; 
Brady Dayberry, 5 Pillars Award; 
Andrew Candelario, Rocket Award; 
and Coby LaRue, Highest Field 
Goal Percentage Award. Not pic-
tured: Jay Stevenson, 5 Pillars 
Award and  Drake Young, Highest 
3-Point Field Goal Percentage. 

Jackson
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BY PAM FAUGHN 
Vietnam War veterans were 

honored in a special service to 
commemorate National Viet-
nam War Veterans Memorial 
Day on March 29, 2025. Spon-
sored by the Fredonia Valley 
Heritage Society and Fredonia 
American Legion Post 103, the 
service – originally scheduled 
to be held at the Fredonia Val-
ley Veterans Memorial – was 
moved to Coleman Hall of First 
Baptist Church of Fredonia 
due to inclement weather. 

The service began with the 
Pledge to the American Flag led 
by Fredonia American Legion 
Post 103 Commander Tony 
Harper. The national anthem 
was led by Navy veteran Bro. 
Presley Lamm. 

Pam Faughn, president of 
the Fredonia Valley Heritage 
Society, welcomed those in at-
tendance, explaining that in 
2017 the Vietnam War Veter-
ans Recognition Act was 
signed into law, designating 
every March 29 as National 
Vietnam War Veterans Day. 
March 29 is a fitting choice to 
honor Vietnam veterans. It was 
chosen to be observed in per-
petuity because March 29, 
1973 was the day the United 
States Military Assistance 
Command, Vietnam, was dis-
established and the day the 
last U.S. combat troops de-
parted Vietnam. In addition, 
on that same day, Hanoi re-
leased the last of its acknowl-
edged prisoners of war. 

The United States of America 
Vietnam War Commemoration 
honors all nine million veter-
ans who served on active duty 
in the U.S. Armed Forces at 
any time from Nov. 1, 1955 to 
May 15, 1975 regardless of lo-
cation, and their families. The 
year 2025 marks the 50th an-
niversary of the end of the war. 
The Department of Veterans 
Affairs estimates that today 
there are between six and 
seven million U.S. Vietnam vet-
erans living in America and 
abroad, along with millions of 
family members of those who 
served during this timeframe. 
No distinction is made between 
veterans who served in-coun-
try, in-theater or who were sta-
tioned elsewhere during the 
Vietnam War period. All were 
called to serve, and none could 
self-determine where they 
would serve. Each person who 
served during this period 
earned and rightly deserves 
our profound thanks. 

The initiative to go forward 
with this service was provided 
by the General John Caldwell 
Chapter of the National Society 
Daughters of the American 
Revolution. Their organization, 
under the leadership of Re-
gent-elect Carolyn Traum, was 
planning to put together a sup-
plement to a local newspaper 
containing information about 
Vietnam War veterans. They 
were seeking information 
about Fredonia veterans and 
contacted DAR members in 
Fredonia. The decision for the 
Fredonia Valley Heritage Soci-
ety and Fredonia American Le-
gion Post 103 to sponsor this 
event was the result of that 
project. 

Nancy Clement, chaplain-
elect of the DAR, spoke about 
their efforts and project to 
honor Vietnam veterans, 
thanking the Heritage Society 
and American Legion for going 
further by providing a service 
to honor the veterans. The sev-
eral-page newspaper supple-
ment the DAR compiled was 
given to the present veterans 
or family members of veterans 
featured within the supple-
ment, namely Steve Prowell, 
Jimmy Baker, Leon Fraliex, 
Larry Fraliex, Glen Keel and 
Larry Rustin. 

Keynote speaker was J.T. 
Travis. Travis is a combat vet-
eran who served two tours of 
duty in Vietnam. He was first a 
sergeant in the U.S. Marine 
Corps and later a sergeant first 
class in the U.S. Army. He re-
tired as platoon sergeant of the 
National Guard in Marion. He 
said it was an honor to speak 
to the veterans – people he 
fought with. He stated that 

they were like family, and it 
made a world of difference 
knowing they had your back in 
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hard, but freedom and liberty 
were important. 
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ans were honored. Faughn 
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are engraved in the polished 
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known as “The Wall”, in Wash-
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Ralph Michael Hooks, LCPL 
Donald Wayne Mitchell, Sgt. 
Richard Morris Seymore, AN 
Kerry Dean Wisdom, PFC 
Johnny Warner Lindsay, Sp4 
Leon Beard, Maj. Billy Joe 
Williams, Charles Leonard 
Doom and Sp4 Ernst Riley. 
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and came home but are no 
longer among us, as well as 
their families. Many family 
members, who endured untold 
sacrifices in supporting their 
loved one’s service to our coun-
try, were present and recog-
nized. 

And the third important rea-
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honor the 22 Vietnam War vet-
erans in attendance from Cald-
well, Crittenden and Lyon 
counties and other areas. Once 
standing, they received lengthy 
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standing ovation, acknowledg-
ing them in the way they so 
richly deserved. Their families 

were also commended for the 
sacrifices they endured for our 
country. 

Twenty-two Vietnam War 
veterans attended the event. 
All of them are pictured above. 

Bro. Presley Lamm, pastor of 
First Baptist Church of Fredo-
nia and a member of both the 
Heritage Society and the Amer-
ican Legion, presented each 
veteran with a beautiful chal-
lenge coin from the Fredonia 
Valley Heritage Society. The 
coins feature the Fredonia Val-
ley Veterans Memorial. They 
are a great tribute to all the 
work and dedication from so 
many people to make the 
dream of the Fredonia Valley 
Veterans Memorial a reality. It 
was explained that the coins 
are also for sale and that each 
coin purchased makes it possi-
ble to give them freely to veter-
ans. 

In addition, Andrea Clement 
presented each veteran with a 
free admission to the Clement 
Mineral Museum in Marion, 
plus a gift card from H & H 
Home and Hardware in Mar-
ion. R.J. Oliver, veteran of the 
U.S. Marine Corps, also pre-
sented each veteran with a vial 
of sand from Iwo Jima. 

Due to the generosity of sev-
eral donors, the following were 
given away in a drawing: brick 
to be engraved for the Fredonia 
Valley Veterans Memorial, do-
nated by the Fredonia Valley 
Heritage Society – Tommy 
Brasher; “Veterans of the Fre-
donia Valley” book, donated by 
the Heritage Society – Gary 
Bailey; bicycle, donated by 
Akridge Farm Supply – Jim 
Estes; two $25 Akridge gift cer-
tificates, donated by Fredonia 

Valley Bank – Rudy Fowler and 
Donald Belt; $25 gift certificate 
donated by Coon Dog Inn – 
Ron Harrison; four plates from 
Coppertop BBQ – J.T. Travis, 
Gerald Veal, Orville Truitt and 
Robert Gilkey; and four Front 
Porch Restaurant coupons – 
Otis McCormick, James Row-
land, Clifton McGregor and 
Robert Stoneburner. 

Faughn offered special 
thanks to members of the Fre-
donia Valley Heritage Society 
and the Fredonia American Le-
gion for always helping with 
community projects. She also 
thanked Bro. Presley Lamm for 
his work on the challenge coin 
project, among many other 
things he does too numerous 
to mention. She thanked Todd 
Phelps for his help in organiz-
ing events and for always being 
behind the scenes making 
great suggestions and helping 
with the organization of these 
events for veterans. Phelps and 
his family donated the land 
upon which the Fredonia Val-
ley Veterans Memorial is lo-
cated in memory of his cousin, 
Stephen Prowell, U.S. Air 
Force, who died in the line of 
duty. 

“Veterans, we want to say to 
you that your service to our 
country is a debt we can never 
fully repay, but one for which 
we will be eternally thankful. 
You and your fellow veterans 
are the best of us, and you will 
always have our respect, our 
support and our admiration. 
Your bravery, dedication and 
selflessness are an inspiration 
to us all. Thank you for your 
service and for being a true 
hero. Your sacrifices will never 
be forgotten,” Faughn said. 

Twenty-two Vietnam War veterans attended the event in Fredonia. They are (front from left) J. T. Travis, Clifton McGregor, Rudy Fowler, 
Gary Bailey, Charles Parrent, Orville Truitt, Donald Belt, Joseph Lanham, James Rowland, Billy Baker, (back) Robert Gilkey, Fred Mc-
Connell, Denny Crisp, Robert Stoneburner, George Ballard, Larry Rustin, Ron Harrison, Albert Brunelle, Gerald Veal, Jim Estes, Thomas 
Brasher and Otis McCormick. 

Area Vietnam War veterans honored
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ing the meeting. Paul 
Beard voiced concerns 
about simply “grabbing 
money” and stressed the 
need to explore alterna-
tive solutions before re-
sorting to a new tax. 
Bobby Woolsey, director 
of ComCare, which han-
dles local EMS services, 
pointed out that the fleet 
of ambulances is aging, 
with an average age of 
over 13 years and one 
ambulance clocking over 
280,000 miles. Woolsey 
highlighted the 1,250 
calls the community 
handles annually, noting 
the critical need for a 
more reliable fleet. 
The county has been 
charging a $36 fee to 
each county dwelling in 

order to pay for emer-
gency dispatching serv-
ices. County leaders say 
that fee needs to be 
raised to around $50 to 
balance the budget. Cre-
ating a special property 
tax, some leaders have 
proposed, would cast a 
broader net and capture 
more funding. Landown-
ers, particularly those 
who live outside the area, 
would contribute if the 
fee was changed to a tax. 
A tax, however, could 
cost many dwelling own-
ers much more. 
Jason Hurley, the 
county’s emergency man-
agement director and an 
EMS employee, raised 
concerns about the 
county’s financial com-
mitment to EMS, point-
ing out that the court is 
behind on replacing am-

bulances. 
“If I have to worry if a 
truck will make it to a 
call, that’s a problem,” 
Hurley said. 
Others echoed Hurley’s 
remarks. Kenneth Dav-
enport, a longtime EMS 
paramedic, voiced strong 
support for the ambu-
lance tax, noting his ex-
perience in Lyon and 
Union counties, where 
similar taxes help main-
tain good equipment and 
facilities. Davenport em-
phasized that while taxes 
are unpopular, the safety 
and security of residents 
should take priority. 
Magistrate Dave Belt ac-
knowledged that Critten-
den County doesn’t have 
the same financial re-
sources as other counties 
with quarries or large 
businesses. Belt reflected 

on how far the county 
has come in EMS serv-
ices, recalling a time 
when emergencies were 
dealt with by hearses. 
After hearing comments 
for about 30 minutes, 
magistrates chose not to 
further pursue the idea 
of a new tax, at least for 
now. Instead, they posed 
the idea of perhaps rais-
ing the rate on the occu-

pational tax, which is 
currently one-half of 1 
percent on payroll and 
net profits. 
When the county’s occu-
pational tax was put into 
place more than 10 years 
ago, it was heralded as a 
way to pay for the ambu-
lance service, county em-
ployee insurance costs, 
senior citizen services 
and park expenses. It 

currently generates 
around $400,000 annu-
ally.  
Judge-Executive Perry 
Newcom will put together 
figures regarding a possi-
ble hike in the occupa-
tional taxes and allow 
magistrates to digest 
those during the April 17 
regular meeting, which 
convenes at 8:30 a.m., at 
the county complex.
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regenerative agriculture in 2010, at-
tending seminars and focusing on nat-
ural grazing techniques.  

“We do a lot of rotational grazing and 
holistic management to protect water-
ways and stop erosion, and to raise an-
imals in a healthy way, to produce 
grass-fed meat,” he said. 

The farm had 100 acres of timber 
when Friel acquired it. He has since 
converted about 35 of those into sil-
vopasture – a mixture of 30 percent 
trees and 70 percent pasture – seeded 

with native warm-season grasses. 
Today, Friel raises South Poll cattle, a 
breed developed in 1986 with the help 
of Teddy Gentry of the band Alabama. 
Known for being heat-tolerant, disease-
resistant and docile, the mid-sized cat-
tle thrive on grass alone. 

“This year I was able to stockpile 
grass and graze until three weeks ago,” 
Friel said. “They do really good on 
grass.” 

Friel’s current herd includes 82 head 
of cattle, including calves, cows, bulls 
and heifers. He previously raised sheep 
but stopped this year due to marketing 
challenges and limited nearby buyers. 

Chickens on the farm provide eggs for 
the couple. 

He originally tried retailing his meat 
but found the marketing side of the 
business wasn’t for him.  

“Now I sell to those who enjoy the 
marketing part,” he said. 

For the past three years, he’s worked 
with Bob Guess and Cindy Jenkins 
through the CAIP program at Critten-
den County Conservation District, 
which provides cost-share assistance 
for agriculture improvements. 

Though he’s managed the farm 
mostly on his own, this year marked a 
first as he asked for help from his two 

sons, who traveled from the Carolinas 
to assist during cattle banding season.  

“Last year it took me a long time. I de-
cided I needed some help,” he said. 

Friel’s passion for agriculture began 
young, working summers for local 
farmers and his uncle to earn money 
for school clothes. After graduating in 
1961, with no land or farming relatives 
to help him get started, he went into 
manufacturing. Still, the farming 
dream never faded. 

“When you enjoy what you’re doing, 
you never have to go to work,” he said. 
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